United States History
Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.  – Psalm 33:12
 
2024-2025 Syllabus
 
 
General Objectives
 
My main overall goal is to see the students become conversant in U.S. History from a biblical perspective so that they can learn to appreciate the blessings of being an American as well as being able to call out past (and present) abuses and injustice in a way that is consistent with the Gospel Narrative and God’s Word.

Homework
 
Students are expected to stay current on chapter reading (CRITICAL), Student Activity assignments, and other assigned work or extra-credit.
 
Homework should be completed with minimal parental input.

Student Activities and Tests available via Canvas (under FILES).

Testing
 
There are 27-chapter tests in the BJU curriculum (we will only use 13 or 14), but no mid-term or final test. Tests consist of multiple choice, short answer, true/false, and 1-3 essay questions. ALL tests will be taken AT HOME and will be open book. I have decided to promote students engaging in the material rather than just cramming  to pass a test. 


Grades

· Chapter Tests = 60% of the final grade (there are 13 total)
· Student Activities = 30% of the final grade
· Class Participation = 10% of the final grade…so SPEAK UP!!! 

I will probably give 3-5 extra-credit assignments throughout the school year. Some examples are:

· Write a short paper critiquing Critical Race Theory 
· Attend a fieldtrip to a historical location
· Watch a fact-based historical movie and write a review
· Engage with a breaking news story (written paper) that pertains to U.S. History or a current event that has historical significance (like Covid, for example)

I usually give anywhere from 10-20 extra-credit points per assignment which get added to the overall test scores.

ONLINE STUDENTS: You will submit your homework via the class Google Drive:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1W9g7hSQyC5nqcMMcOzUpxirIJ30iQ6dm?usp=sharing 
 
Textbook: United States History (6th Edition) by Joseph Jarrell, BJU Press, Greenville SC.


Detailed Class Schedule
 
Week 1:  8/11		INTRO + Chapter 1A: America, Europe, and Africa before 1620
 
Homework due before class:

· Read Chapter 1
 
Homework due NEXT week:

· Finish reading Ch. 1!
· Start Activities 2 & 5
 
Week 2:  8/18		Chapter 1B: America, Europe, and Africa before 1620
 
Homework due NEXT week: 

· Student Activities 2 & 5
· Begin reading Chapter 2

Week 3:  8/25    		Chapter 2A: The Thirteen Colonies
 
Due NOW:

· Ch. 1 Student Activities 2 & 5

Homework due NEXT week:

· Start Ch. 2 Activities 4 & 5
· Finish reading Ch. 2
 
 Week 4:  9/1     	Chapter 2B: The Thirteen Colonies
 
Homework due NEXT week:
 
· Continue Activities
· Begin Reading Chapter 3



 
Week 5:  9/8      		Chapter 2C: The Thirteen Colonies
 
Homework due NEXT week:
 
· Ch. 2 Activities 4 & 5
· Ch. 2 Test (OPEN BOOK)
· Finish reading Ch. 3

Week 6:  9/15		Chapter 3A: Independence 
  
Due NOW:

· Ch. 2 Activities 4 & 5
· Ch. 2 Test

Homework due NEXT week:
 
· Complete reading of Ch. 3
· Work on Activities 3 & 5
 
Week 7:  9/22		Chapter 3B: Independence

Homework due NEXT week:
 
· Ch. 3 Activities 3 & 5
· Ch. 3 Test (OPEN BOOK)
· Begin Reading Ch. 4

Week 8:  9/29		Chapter 4: Confederation and Constitution
 
Due NOW:

· Ch. 3 Activities 3 & 5
· Ch. 3 Test

Homework due NEXT week:
 
· Ch. 4 Activities 2 & 3
· Ch. 4 Test (OPEN BOOK)
· Read all of Ch. 5

Week 9:  10/6		Chapter 4/5A: Religion in the American Colonies

Due NOW:

· Ch. 4 Activities 2 & 3
· Ch. 4 Test

This is a Special Emphasis “Chapter”

· This subject is covered in Chapters 4 & 5
· I want to give this special emphasis
· NO HOMEWORK!
			
 
Week Of:  10/13		FALL BREAK!!!


Week 10:  10/20		Chapter 4/5B: Religion in the American Colonies

Homework due NEXT week:

· Begin reading Ch. 5


Week 11:  10/27		Chapter 5A: Federalists and Democratic-Republicans

Homework due NEXT week:

· Work on Activities 1 & 3
· Finish reading Ch. 5



Week 12:  11/3		Chapter 5B: Federalists and Democratic-Republicans

Homework due NEXT week:

· Ch. 5 Activities 1 & 3
· Read Ch. 6


Week 13: 11/10		Chapter 6: The Age of Jackson

Due NOW:

· Ch. 5 Activities 1 & 3

Homework due NEXT week:
 
· Ch. 6 Activities 2 & 3 
· Read Ch. 7


Week 14:  11/17		Chapter 7: The Growth of American Society
 
Due NOW: 

· Ch. 6 Activities 2 & 3
Homework due AFTER Thanksgiving Break:

· Ch. 7 Activities 1 & 4
· Ch. 7 Test (OPEN BOOK)
· Read Ch. 8


Week of 11/24		THANKSGIVING BREAK!!!


Week 15:  12/1:		Chapter 8: Manifest Destiny

Due NOW:

· Ch. 7 Activities 1 & 4 and Test, OR…
· Ch. 7 Movie Reaction

Homework due NEXT week:

· Ch. 8 Activities 3 & 5
· Read Ch. 9
 

Week 16:  12/8		Chapter 9: A House Dividing

Due NOW:

· Ch. 8 Activities 3 & 5
  
Homework due AFTER Christmas Break.
 
· Ch. 9 Activities 1 & 6
· Ch. 9 Test (OPEN BOOK)
· Begin reading Ch. 10


Weeks of 12/15 – 1/5	CHRISTMAS BREAK!!!


Week 17:  1/5		Chapter 10A: The Civil War

Due NOW:

· Ch. 9 Activities 1 & 6
· Ch. 9 Test

Homework due NEXT week:

· Begin Ch. 10 Activity 5
· Finish reading Ch. 10
Week 18:  1/12		Chapter 10B: The Civil War

Homework due NEXT week:

· Ch. 10 Activity 5
· Ch. 10 Test (OPEN BOOK)

Week 19:  1/19		Chapter 11: Reconstruction

Due NOW:

· Ch. 10 Activity 5
· Ch. 10 Test

Homework due NEXT week:
 
· Ch. 11 Activity 4
· Read Ch. 12 

Week 20:  1/26		Chapter 12: The Gilded Age
  
Due NOW:

· Ch. 11 Activity 4

Homework due NEXT week:

· Ch. 12 Activities 1 & 5
· Read Ch. 13

Week 21:  2/2		Chapter 13: Westward Expansion

Due NOW:

· Ch. 12 Activities 1 & 5

Homework due NEXT week:
 
· Ch. 13 Activities 1 & 3
· Ch. 13 Test (OPEN BOOK)
· Read Ch. 14


Week 22:  2/9		Chapter 14: Age of Imperialism

Due NOW:

· Ch. 13 Activities 1 & 3
· Ch. 13 Test


Homework due NEXT week: 

· Ch. 14 Activities 2 & 4
· Read Ch. 15


Week 23:  2/16		Chapter 15: The Progressive Era

Due NOW:

· Ch. 14 Activities 2 & 4

Homework due NEXT week:
 
· Ch. 15 Activities 1 & 5
· Ch. 15 Test (OPEN BOOK)
· Read Ch. 16


Week 24:  2/23	 	Chapter 16: World War I

Due NOW:

· Ch. 15 Activities 1 & 5
· Ch. 15 Test

Homework due AFTER Spring Break:
 
· Ch. 16 Activities 3 & 4
· Read Ch. 17 


Week of 3/2		SPRING BREAK!!!



Week 25:  3/9	 	Chapter 17: The Twenties
  
Due NOW:

· Ch. 16 Activities 3 & 4

Homework due NEXT week:
 
· Ch. 17 Activities 2 & 3
· Read Ch. 18



Week 26:  3/16		Chapter 18: Depression and New Deal

Due NOW:

· Ch. 17 Activities 2 & 3

Homework due NEXT week:

· Ch. 18 Activities 3 & 5
· Ch. 18 Test (OPEN BOOK)
· Read CH. 19


Week 27:  3/23		Chapter 19: World War II
  
Due NOW:

· Ch. 18 Activities 3 & 5
· Ch. 18 Test

Homework due NEXT week:

· Ch. 19 Activity 4
· Read Ch. 20


Week 28:  3/30		Chapter 20:  The Postwar Era

Due NOW:

· Ch. 19 Activity 4

Homework Due NEXT Week:

· Ch. 20 Activities 1 & 4
· Ch. 20 Test (OPEN BOOK)
· Read Ch. 21


Week 29:  4/6		Chapter 21: Struggles of the Sixties
  
Due NOW:

· Ch. 20 Activities 1 & 4
· Ch. 20 Test



Homework due NEXT week:
 
· Ch. 21 Activities 3 & 4
· Read Ch. 22


Week 30:  4/13		Chapter 22: The Civil Rights Movement

Due NOW:

· Ch. 21 Activities 3 & 4

Homework due NEXT week:
 
· Ch. 22 Activity 4
· Ch. 22 Test (OPEN BOOK)
· Read Ch. 23


Week 31:  4/20	 	Chapter 23: Challenges of the Seventies
  
Due NOW:

· Ch. 22 Activity 4
· Ch. 22 Test

Homework due NEXT week:
 
· Ch. 23 Activities 3 & 4
· Read Ch. 24


Week 32:  4/27		Chapter 24: The Turn of the Century

Due NOW:

· Ch. 23 Activities 3 & 4

Homework due NEXT week:
 
· Ch. 24 Activities 2 & 4
· Ch. 24 Test (OPEN BOOK)
· Read Ch. 25


Week 33:  5/4		Chapter 25: America and the Modern World
  
Due NOW:

· Ch. 24 Activities 2 & 4
· Ch. 24 Test

Homework due NEXT week:
 
· Ch. 25 Activities 2 & 5

