
CIVICS
2023/2024 Syllabus

 
 
 

Homework
 

Students are expected to stay current on chapter reading assignments, Section

Quizzes, StudentActivity assignments. Homework assignments are due the

day they take the chapter test in class.

 

● Homework should be completedwithminimal parental input.

● StudentActivities are available onCanvas as pdf files.

● SectionQuizzes/Reviews are in the textbook – please type or handwrite

answers to turn in.

Testing
 

There are 18 tests in theBJU curriculum, but nomid-termor final test. Tests

consist ofmultiple choice, short answer, true/false, and 1-3 essay questions.

Students should be able to complete tests in 30-40minutes. REMEMBER:All

of the items inREDon the PowerPoint slideswill appear on the tests…but they

are not theONLY things on the test! Also, I will give you the essay questions in

advance so you should be able to dowell on those IF you study!

Grades

● 18 Chapter Tests = 70% of the final grade

● SectionQuizzes & StudentActivities = 20% of the final grade

● Class Participation = 10% of the final grade

I usually give 3-5 extra-credit assignments throughout the school year. Some

examples are:

● Watch and critique a political debate

● Watch and critique the President’s State of theUnion speech

● Watch and critique a politicalmovie (your choice, age appropriate)

● Attend aLOVELIFEprayerwalk (with the class) at a local abortion clinic



(or one near your home).

I usually give anywhere from 10-20 extra-credit points per opportunitywhich

get added to the overall test scores.

 

Textbook: AmericanGovernment for Christian Schools (3rdEdition) by Tim

Keesee, BJUPress, Greenville SC.

DetailedClass Schedule
 
 

Week of 8/14 Chapter 1: TheOnly Sure Foundation

 

Homework due before class:

✔ Read chapter 1

 

Homework dueNEXTweek:

✔ Ch. 1 SectionQuizzes

✔ StudentActivity: “Paul’s Example”

✔ Study for test!

✔ Begin reading chapter 2

✔ Pray for our leaders: Federal (visit www.pray1tim2.org and SIGN-UP)

✔ EXTRA_CREDIT: Sign up for the prayer emails and forward the first one

you get tome! Youwill earn +10 points!

 

Week of 8/21 Chapter 2: Forms ofGovernment (part 1)

 

TEST: Chapter 1

✔ Taken at the beginning of class

✔ Collect Ch. 1 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

 

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Complete reading of chapter 2

✔ Work onChapter 2 SectionQuizzes

http://www.pray1tim2.org


✔ Work on StudentActivity: “Systems ofGovernment”

✔ Pray for our leaders: State

Week of 8/28 Chapter 2: Forms ofGovernment (part 2)

 

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Study for test!

✔ Complete Ch. 2 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

✔ Begin reading chapter 3

✔ Pray for leaders: Local

 

Week of 9/4 Chapter 3: ChristianBeginnings inAmerica (part 1)

Special Note: I lecture and teach this chapter using the 2ndEdition of the
textbook, which I believe does amuch better job of unpacking our Christian
heritage inAmerica aswell as its influence on the overall direction of the
nation’s founding. That being said, I strongly recommend that you use bothmy
lecture (the previous edition) aswell as the Chapter 3material in the 3rdEdition.
This information is so critical that we all needmore of it…not less. The test will
be based on the lecture, only.
 

TEST: Chapter 2

 

✔ Taken at the beginning of class

✔ Collect Ch. 2 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Complete reading of chapter 3

✔ Work on SectionQuizzes

✔ Work on StudentActivity: “Wall of Separation”

✔ Pray for Leaders: Federal

 
 

Week of 9/11 Chapter 3: ChristianBeginnings inAmerica (Part 2)

 

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 



✔ Study for test!

✔ Complete Ch. 3 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

✔ Begin reading chapter 4

✔ Pray for our leaders: State

 
 

Week of 9/18 Chapter 4: Constitutional Beginnings (Part 1)

 

TEST: Chapter 3

 

✔ Taken at the beginning of class

✔ Collect chapter 3 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

 

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Complete reading of chapter 4

✔ Work on SectionQuizzes

✔ Work on StudentActivity: “TheRole of States”

✔ Pray for our leaders: Local 

 

Week of 9/25 Chapter 4: Constitutional Beginnings (Part 2)

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Study for test!

✔ Complete Ch. 4 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

✔ Begin reading chapter 5

✔ Pray for our leaders: Federal

Week of 10/2 Chapter 5: TheConstitutional Cornerstone (part 1)

 

TEST: Chapter 4

 

✔ Taken at the beginning of class

✔ Collect Chapter 4 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

 

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Complete reading chapter 5

✔ Work onCh. 5 SectionQuizzes

✔ Work on StudentActivity: “TheGeneralWelfare”



✔ Pray for:

Week of 10/9 Chapter 5: TheConstitutional Cornerstone (part 2)

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Study for test!

✔ Complete SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

✔ Begin reading chapter 6

✔ Pray for:

Week of 10/16 FALLBREAK

Week of 10/23 Chapter 6: Federalism
 

TEST: Chapter 5

 

✔ Taken at the beginning of class

✔ Collect Chapter 5 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Complete reading of chapter 6

✔ Complete SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity: “Federalism’s

Development”

✔ Begin readingCh. 7

✔ Pray for Leaders: State

 

Week of 10/30 Chapter 7: State andLocalGovernment (part 1) 

TEST: Chapter 6

✔ Taken at home previously

✔ Collect Ch. 6 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Complete reading of Ch. 7

✔ Work on SectionQuizzes

✔ Work on StudentActivity: “Leviathan”



✔ Pray for Leaders: Local

Week of 11/6 Chapter 7: State andLocalGovernment (part 2)

 

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Ch. 7 Test –OpenBook

✔ Complete SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

✔ Begin readingCh. 8

✔ Pray for Leaders: Federal

 

Week of 11/13 Chapter 8: The Structure of Congress (part 1)

In Class:

✔ Collect Ch. 7 Test, SectionQuizzes, StudentActivity

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Complete reading of Ch. 8

✔ Work on SectionQuizzes

✔ Work on StudentActivity: “YourRep’s/Senator’s Committee

Assignments”

✔ Pray for Leaders: State

 

Week of 11/20 THANKSGIVINGBREAK

Week of 11/27 Chapter 8: The Structure of Congress (part 2)

  

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Ch. 8 Test –OpenBook

✔ Ch. 8 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

✔ Begin readingCh. 9

✔ Pray for Leaders: Local

Week of 12/4 Chapter 9: ThePower of Congress (part 1)



In Class:

✔ Collect Ch. 8 Test, SectionQuizzes, StudentActivity

HomeworkDueNextWeek:

✔ Complete reading of Ch. 9

✔ Work on SectionQuizzes

✔ Work on StudentActivity: “DestructiveDependence”

✔ Pray for Leaders: Federal

Week of 12/11 Chapter 9: ThePower of Congress (part 2)

Homework dueAFTERChristmasBreak:

✔ Ch. 9 Test –OpenBook

✔ SectionsQuizzes & StudentActivity

✔ Begin readingCh. 10

✔ Pray for Leaders: State

Week of 12/18 CHRISTMASBREAK!!!

Week of 1/8 Chapter 10: ThePresidency –Road to theWhiteHouse (part 1)

In Class:

✔ Collect Ch. 9 Test, SectionQuizzes, StudentActivity

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Complete reading of Ch. 10

✔ Work on SectionQuizzes

✔ Work on StudentActivity: “Presidential Qualifications &Qualities”

✔ Pray for Leaders: Local

 

Week of 1/15 Chapter 10: ThePresidency –Road to theWhiteHouse (part 2)



  

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Ch. 10 Test (OpenBook), SectionQuizzes, StudentActivity

✔ Begin readingCh. 11

✔ Pray for Leaders: Federal

Week of 1/22 Chapter 11: America’sHighest Office

InClass:

✔ Collect Ch. 10 Test, SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Ch. 11 Test (OpenBook), SectionQuizzes, Activity

✔ Start readingCh. 12

✔ Pray for Leaders: State

 

Week of 1/29 Chapter 12: TheFederal Bureaucracy (part 1)

  

In Class:

✔ Collect Ch. 11 test, SectionQuizzes, StudentActivity

Homework dueNEXTweek:

✔ Complete readingCh. 12

✔ Work on SectionQuizzes

✔ Work on StudentActivity: “TheCabinet”

✔ Pray for PrimaryElections!

Week of 2/5 Chapter 12: TheFederal Bureaucracy (part 2)

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Ch. 12 Test (OpenBook), SectionQuizzes, StudentActivity



✔ Begin readingCh. 13

✔ Pray for PrimaryElections!

 

Week of 2/12 Chapter 13: ForeignPolicy (part 1)

In Class:

✔ Collect Ch. 12 Test, SectionQuizzes, StudentActivity

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Complete reading of Ch. 13

✔ Work on SectionQuizzes

✔ Work on StudentActivity: “Global Interventionism”

✔ Pray for PrimaryElections!

 

Week of 2/19 Chapter 13: ForeignPolicy (part 2)

  

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Ch. 13 Test –OpenBook

✔ Complete Ch. 13 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

✔ Begin readingCh. 14

✔ Pray for Elections!

Week of 2/26 Chapter 14: The Judiciary (part 1)

In Class:

✔ Collect Ch. 13 Test, SectionQuizzes, StudentActivity

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Complete reading of Ch. 14

✔ Work on SectionQuizzes

✔ Work on StudentActivity: “Criteria for SupremeCourt Justices”

✔ Pray for PrimaryElections!



Week of 3/4 SPRINGBREAK

Week of 3/11 Chapter 14: The Judiciary (part 2)

  

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Ch. 14 Test –OpenBook

✔ Complete Ch. 14 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

✔ Begin readingCh. 15

✔ Pray for Elections!

Week of 3/18 Chapter 15: Civil Rights andResponsibilities (part 1)

In Class:

✔ Collect Ch. 15 Test, SectionQuizzes, StudentActivity

HomeworkDueNextWeek:

✔ Complete reading of Ch. 15

✔ Work on SectionQuizzes

✔ Work on StudentActivity: “Separation of Church and State”

✔ Pray for Leaders: Federal

Week of 3/25 Chapter 15: Civil Rights andResponsibilities (part 2)

  

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Ch. 15 Test – OpenBook

✔ Complete Ch. 15 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

✔ Begin readingCh. 16

✔ Pray for Leaders: Federal

Week of 4/1 Chapter 16: TheParty System (part 1)

In Class:



✔ Collect Ch. 15 Test, SectionQuizzes, StudentActivity

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Complete reading of Ch. 16

✔ Work on SectionQuizzes

✔ Work on StudentActivity: “Washington’s Farewell Address”

✔ Pray for Leaders: State

 

Week of 4/8 Chapter 16: TheParty System (part 2)

  

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Ch. 16 Test –OpenBook

✔ Complete Ch. 16 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

✔ Begin readingCh. 17

✔ Pray for Leaders: Local

Week of 4/15 Chapter 17: Campaigns &Elections (part 1)

In Class:

✔ Collect Ch. 16 Test, SectionQuizzes, StudentActivity

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Complete reading of Ch. 17

✔ Work on SectionQuizzes

✔ Work on StudentActivity: “TheRole ofNewMedia in Political

Campaigning”

✔ Pray for Leaders: Federal

 

Week of 4/22 Chapter 17: Campaign&Elections (part 2)

  

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 



✔ Ch. 17 Test –OpenBook

✔ Complete Ch. 17 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

✔ Begin readingCh. 18

✔ Pray for Leaders: State

Week of 4/29 Chapter 18: Public Policy &Politics (part 1)

In Class:

✔ Collect Ch. 17 Test, SectionQuizzes, StudentActivity

Homework dueNEXTweek:

 

✔ Complete reading of Ch. 18

✔ Work on SectionQuizzes

✔ Work on StudentActivity: “MassMedia Cartoon”

✔ Pray for Leaders: Local

 

Week of 5/6 Chapter 18: Public Policy &Politics (part 2)

  

Test: Chapter 18

✔ Taken together in class

✔ Collect Ch. 18 SectionQuizzes & StudentActivity

Final Discussion

✔ Whatwere some course highlights?

✔ Howdo you feel about your role as a Christian living inAmerica?

✔ What do you think you should dowithwhat you have learned?

✔ Final conversation about the presidential election!

✔ Close in prayer over these points and be sure to pray for our elected

officials!


